
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SubCom Reliance completes successful repair of Tonga Cable System 

Rapid repairs to two cables completed in less than eight days return full phone and internet 
service to Tonga  

EATONTOWN, N.J., USA, February 14, 2019 – SubCom, the leading global partner for 
undersea data transport, today announced that its cable ship SubCom Reliance successfully 
completed the repair of two Tongan submarine cables. The Tonga Cable and the Tonga 
Domestic Cable were damaged on January 20, 2019. Upon notification of the break, SubCom 
Reliance was mobilized and completed the necessary repairs to both cables within eight days of 
arrival on repair grounds. The repairs took place under the South Pacific Marine Maintenance 
Agreement (SPMMA), pursuant to which SubCom maintains over 69,000 km of cable consisting 
of 33 data and power cable systems in the Pacific Ocean.  

“We salute SubCom and the entire SubCom Reliance team for a job well done,” said CEO of 
Tonga Cable Ltd. Edwin Liava’a, who was aboard the ship during the cable repair process. 

The Tonga Cable System is an international cable in the Pacific Ocean that spans 827 
kilometers with landing points in Nuku’alofa, Tonga and Suva, Fiji. The Tonga Domestic Cable 
Extension is a 406-kilometer cable with three landing points in Tonga: Neiafu, Nukualofa and 
Pangai. SubCom maintains these two cables in addition to 31 other systems as part of the 
SPMMA, which was signed in 2017. The agreement covers the South Pacific region from 
Singapore in the west to Tahiti in the east and from the southernmost point of New Zealand to 
Hawaii. 

SubCom Reliance is part of the company’s world-class fleet, purpose-built for cable deployment 
and maintenance. The ship was on standby in the South Pacific at a port in Apia, Samoa. 
SubCom’s highly trained crew of experienced merchant mariners, submersible engineers, and 
cable operations personnel loaded the ship with spare materials to expeditiously repair the 
Tongan cables.  

About SubCom 

SubCom is the leading global partner for today's undersea data transport requirements. 
SubCom designs, manufactures, deploys, maintains, and operates the industry's most reliable 
fiber optic cable networks. Its flexible solutions include repeaterless to ultra-long-haul, offshore 

https://youtu.be/r3tPI0qbLaE
http://www.subcom.com/documents/2017/SubCom_Awarded_SPMMA_PressRelease_5JUNE2017.pdf


 

oil and gas, scientific applications, and marine services. SubCom brings end-to-end network 
knowledge and global experience to support on-time delivery, and meet the needs of customers 
worldwide. To date, the company has deployed over 200 networks - enough undersea cable to 
circle Earth more than 17 times at the equator. www.subcom.com 
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